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1.

Introduction

1.1

This Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) has been prepared to consider the impact of
the erection of a block of retirement living apartments, and associated works, on a site
at the corner of Maelgwyn Road / Gloddaeth Avenue within the seaside town of
Llandudno. Gloddaeth Avenue is a main road that connects the east (where it becomes
Gloddaeth Street) and west sides of the town, and the site is currently used as a public
car park for the town.

1.2

The application site itself has no historic designation itself and the proposal does not
involve the fabric of any known historic assets or archaeology. It is however located
adjacent to the Llandudno Conservation Area and is also in close proximity to, and
within the setting of, a number of other historic assets as set out in this document. The
development has the potential to impact on the setting of these.

1.3

The relevant guidance states that Heritage Impact Assessments should be
proportionate to the proposal and significance of any heritage assets that could be
affected by the proposal. The main impact is considered to be the potential impact on
the setting of the identified historic assets.

1.4

This document considers the potential impact of the proposal on the relevant identified
historic assets.
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2.

Legislation, planning policy and guidance

2.1

The key relevant legislation which relates to the historic environment in Wales is set
out in the following:
•

Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2016;

•

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; and

•

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979.

National planning policy
Planning Policy Wales Edition 11, 2021
2.2

This sets out the national planning framework for Wales and paragraphs 6.1 to 6.1.32
relate to the historic environment, setting out the Welsh Government’s objectives in
relation to this. Paragraph 6.1.5 states:
“The planning system must take into account the Welsh Government’s objectives to
protect, conserve, promote and enhance the historic environment as a resource for the
general well-being of present and future generations. The historic environment is a
finite, non-renewable and shared resource and a vital and integral part of the historical
and cultural identity of Wales. It contributes to economic vitality and culture, civic pride,
local distinctiveness and the quality of Welsh life. The historic environment can only be
maintained as a resource for future generations if the individual historic assets are
protected and conserved”.

National planning guidance
2.3

Planning Policy Wales is supplemented by guidance contained in Technical Advice
Note 24: The Historic Environment and best practice guidance on the historic
environment published by Cadw.

Technical Advice Note 24 The Historic Environment, May 2017
2.4

The purpose of this Technical Advice Note is to provide guidance on how the planning
system considers the historic environment during development plan preparation and
decision making on planning applications that impact on the historic environment. It
provides specific guidance on how the various aspects of the historic environment
should be considered during this process.
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Cadw Guidance
•

Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic
Environment in Wales, 2001;

•

Managing Scheduled Monuments in Wales, November 2018;

•

Heritage Impact Assessments, May 2017;

•

Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, May 2017;

•

Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales, May 2017;

•

Managing Conservation Areas in Wales, May 2017;

•

Managing Historic Character in Wales, May 2017;

•

Managing Change to Historic Parks and Gardens in Wales, May 2017; and

•

Historic Environment Records in Wales: Compilation and Use (Statutory Guidance),
May 2017.

Local planning policy
2.5

The adopted development plan for the area is the Conwy Local Development Plan
(LDP) (2007-2022). The main relevant policies in respect of the historic environment
are:
Policy

Summary

Policy CTH/1
Cultural
Heritage

The council is committed to protecting and, where appropriate, enhancing its
cultural and heritage assets. This will be achieved by:
a) Ensuring that the location of new development on both allocated and
windfall sites within the Plan Area will not have a significant adverse impact
upon heritage assets in line with Policies CTH/2 – ‘Development Affecting
Heritage Assets’, DP/3 – ‘Promoting Design Quality and Reducing Crime’ and
DP/6 – ‘National Planning Policy and Guidance’;
b) Recognising and respecting the value and character of heritage assets in
the Plan Area and publishing Supplementary Planning Guidance to guide
development proposals;
c) Seeking to preserve and, where appropriate, enhance conservation areas,
Conwy World Heritage Site, historic landscapes, parks and gardens, listed
buildings, scheduled ancient monuments and other areas of archaeological
importance in line with Policy DP/6;
d) Protecting buildings and structures of local importance in line with Policy
CTH/3 – ‘Buildings and Structures of Local Importance’;
e) Enhancing heritage assets through heritage and regeneration initiatives;
f) Preserving and securing the future of heritage assets by only permitting
appropriate enabling development in line with Policy CTH/4 – ‘Enabling
Development’;
g) Ensuring that development is compatible with the long-term viability of the
Welsh Language in line with Policy CTH/5 – ‘The Welsh Language’.
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Policy CTH/2
Development
Affecting
Heritage
Assets

Development proposals which affect a heritage asset listed below (a-f), and/or
its setting, shall preserve or, where appropriate, enhance that asset.
Development proposals will be considered in line with Policy DP/6, where
applicable and Policy DP/3.
a) Conservation Areas
b) Conwy World Heritage Site
c) Historic Landscapes, Parks and Gardens
d) Listed Buildings
e) Scheduled Ancient Monuments
f) Sites of archaeological importance

Conwy LDP Supplementary Planning Guidance
LDP 14

Conservation Areas

Adopted July
2015

This Supplementary Planning Guidance is intended to provide guidance when
considering developments that affect any of the Conservation Areas in the
Conwy County Borough Council area. It states: “The development of new
buildings or the extension and adaptation of existing historic buildings in a
conservation area should be a stimulus to imaginative, high-quality design,
and seen as an opportunity to enhance the area. The most important thing is
that new buildings should not directly imitate earlier styles, rather that they
should be designed with respect for their context, as part of a larger whole
which has a well-established character and appearance of its own.”

LDP 15

Llandudno Conservation Area Management Plan

Adopted
March 2015

This sets out the Council’s long-term plan for the Llandudno Conservation
Area and how this can be actively managed and enhanced. It recognises that
constant management is required to balance the competing needs from a
broad range of stakeholders, and also recognises that developments outside
the Conservation Area boundary have the potential to impact upon the
Conservation Area.
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3.

The site and context

3.1

The application site consists of land currently used as a car park known as Maelgwyn
Road car park, and is located at the corner of Maelgwyn Road and Gloddaeth Avenue,
south of, and at a slightly lower level than, Gloddaeth Avenue. Figure 3.1 shows the
location of the application site.
Figure 3.1 Aerial image showing location of application site

3.2

The application site is separated from Gloddaeth Avenue by a pavement and low
modern fence, which continues around the site along the boundary with Maelgwyn
Road to the eastern and part of the southern boundary of the site. There is a building
containing a sub-station along the southern boundary, and this part of the car park has
previously contained public recycling facilities. The site at present is considered to
detract from the setting of the Conservation Area.
Figures 3.2 to 3.9 show the site and its immediate context.

Figure 3.2

Figure 3.3

View looking north from site towards the

View looking northwest from site towards

Great Orme

Haulfre Gardens
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Figure 3.4

Figure 3.5

View along south-eastern boundary of

View across site looking west

site looking towards southwest

3.3

Figure 3.6

Figure 3.7

View looking southeast along Maelgwyn

View along Gloddaeth Avenue looking

Road

northeast

Figure 3.8

Figure 3.9

View from front of site looking

View along Gloddaeth Avenue looking

northeast along Gloddaeth Avenue

southwest

To the south of the application site, there is a combination of residential dwellings and
garages which are a combination of styles and periods, with some being three storey
and others two storey. There are further residential dwellings along Maelgwyn Road
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to the east, with these facing towards the application site, set back behind small garden
areas with low brick boundary walls. The building on the opposite corner of Maelgwyn
Road in this location is a two-storey red brick building with distinctive turret and gable
detailing and has a high ridge height. Although the original timber windows and doors
have been replaced with inappropriate upvc alternatives, the building retains a
distinctive presence in the streetscape.
3.4

The buildings along Gloddaeth Avenue / Gloddaeth Street to the east (towards the town
centre) are mostly Victorian and a combination of three and four storeys, retaining good
detailing and architectural features.

3.5

There are also some modern buildings such as the Ormeside Grange and the more
recent development on the opposite side of the road, where Gloddaeth Street meets
York Road (21 Gloddaeth Street, planning application reference 0/45708). This is in
close proximity to the application site (just to the north-east) and is a large four storey
building containing residential apartments, set behind a small, planted garden area and
low modern red brick wall with metal railings above.

It is noted that following

amendments to the initial design for application 0/45708, the Conservation Officer
stated that they believed “that the proposals would have little effect on the character of
the adjacent Conservation Area”. In addition to this, Cadw had no objection to the
impact of this previous proposed development on the registered historic park and
garden at Haulfre Gardens.
3.6

The 21 Gloddaeth Street site is closer to Haulfre Gardens than the current application
site, and Cadw stated that “The proposed development is located c370m east of the
registered Haulfre Gardens. The significant views from the registered park and garden
are in an arc from south to east. The proposal is located in the identified significant
view, but the building is of similar character to existing four storey buildings on the other
side of Gloddaeth Avenue (the southern side) and will exceed them in elevation only in
a small area of massing 1.2m in height for a list over-run. As viewed from the registered
park and garden it is likely the proposed building will be readily accommodated into the
general townscape without being obtrusive in this and any effect on the setting of the
registered historic park and garden will be very slight and not significant”.

3.7

Along Gloddaeth Avenue to the west (towards the West Shore), the buildings are
generally lower in height and comprise a mix of more modern dwellings and mid-20th
century dwellings as can be seen in Figures 3.10 and 3.11.
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Figure 3.10 Dwellings west of the application site along Gloddaeth Avenue
(southern side)

Figure 3.11 Dwellings west of the application site along Gloddaeth Avenue
(northern side)

3.8

The Llandudno Conservation Area Management Plan considers the views up and down
the main streets, including Gloddaeth Avenue / Street as an important view. It also
considers The Palladium and Seilo Chapel as important listed buildings on Gloddaeth
Street. Figure 3.12 shows the key views from within and outside the Conservation Area
as identified in the Conservation Area Management Plan.
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Figure 3.12 Key views (extract)

3.9

Gloddaeth Avenue has a central green space running along the centre of the road,
including just outside the application site as can be seen in Figure 3.13. There is also
a smaller green space on the corner where Gloddaeth Avenue meets Maelgwyn Road
as can be seen in Figure 3.14.
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Figure 3.13 Photograph showing the central green space

Figure 3.14 Photograph showing green space at corner of Gloddaeth Avenue
and Maelgwyn Road

3.10

Figure 3.15 shows the location of these green spaces and trees along Gloddaeth
Avenue as identified in the Conservation Area Management Plan.
Figure 3.15 Green spaces and trees along Gloddaeth Avenue
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3.11

The site itself does not contain any known historic assets, but is located within the
Creuddyn and Conwy Historic Landscape, adjacent to the Llandudno Conservation
Area, in relatively close proximity to a number of listed buildings, and within the setting
of the Haulfre Gardens Historic Park and Garden and the scheduled monuments of
Pen y Dinas Camp and Kendricks Cave & Upper Kendricks Cave. Figure 3.16 shows
the application site in relation to the Llandudno Conservation Area and Haulfre Gardens
and Figure 3.17 shows the site in relation to listed buildings and scheduled monuments.
Figure 3.16 Map extract showing application site in relation to Llandudno
Conservation Area and Haulfre Gardens (red line denotes Conservation Area
boundary)

Figure 3.17 Map showing listed buildings and scheduled monuments in relation
to the application site

(The blue dots represent listed buildings and the sites outlined in red represent Scheduled
Monuments)
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3.12

The relevant list, scheduled monument, historic landscape and historic park and garden
descriptions can be found in Appendices.
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4.

The proposed development

4.1

The proposed development comprises the erection of 55 retirement living apartments
spread over four floors in total, and also contains manager’s accommodation and a
residents’ lounge. Externally there will be landscaped areas around the building, with
parking provided to the rear as can be seen in Figure 4.1. This also shows how the
building will be set back from Gloddaeth Avenue and Maelgwyn Road in line with the
existing buildings, with pedestrian access being from Gloddaeth Avenue to the front
and both pedestrian and vehicular access from Maelgwyn Road.
Figure 4.1 Site layout plan showing landscaped areas and parking

4.2

The proposed building itself is of four storeys (plus a lower ground floor) with a varying
roof height, dormers and a front elevation that is not a single line, but has interest
provided with some sections coming further forward. The varying roof height and
elevational detail with its combination of materials and form creates interest in the
building, and breaks up the massing. The building and roof heights at either end, and
adjacent to the existing residential buildings along Gloddaeth Avenue, are lower than
the central section to reduce the visual impact and create a more gradual change in
ridge heights in the streetscene.

4.3

The main entrance which is located in the central section has been designed to create
an impression and to clearly define the entrance. To the front will be a low brick wall
with metal railings above and a landscaped and planted area will be between this and
the building itself. A similar approach has been taken to the rear of the building in terms
of a variety of materials and form which ensures that the rear of the building also has
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interest when viewed from the south. Figures 4.2 and 4.3 show the proposed front and
rear elevations.
Figure 4.2 Proposed front elevation (northwest)

Figure 4.3 Proposed rear elevation (southeast)

4.4

When viewed from the east and west, the building will be seen as having a combination
of ridge heights, gables and roof details, with the height of the building increasing
towards the centre as can be seen in Figures 4.4 and 4.5. These elevations also have
the vertical emphasis in terms of windows and design that the front and rear elevations
also possess, ensuring continuity in the design.
Figure 4.4 Proposed northeast elevation
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Figure 4.5 Proposed southwest elevation

4.5

The materials proposed include red and buff bricks, iron railings, slate effect roof tiles,
dark grey uPVC windows and doors and black rainwater goods as shown on the
accompanying plans.

4.6

The proposals have taken into account the urban context of the site, which includes the
tall Victorian buildings to the east, and along Maelgwyn Road, with the external detailing
in respect of the boundary treatments reflecting the existing detail. Notwithstanding
this, the scale and design of the proposed new building is modern in nature and not
intended to compete with the traditional buildings of the Llandudno Conservation Area.
It will have a definite presence in the streetscape, but be set back from Gloddaeth
Avenue.

4.7

As part of the HIA process and discussions with the design team, the initial proposal to
have a flat roofed building has been amended so that the building has a pitched roof
with steep gables that reflect the detail of both the nearby Victorian buildings and the
other buildings in the area around the application site.
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5.

History and development

5.1

Llandudno developed predominantly in the Victorian era, when the large storeyed
Victorian villas and hotels that form such a key element of its character and appearance
were built.

The map extract from 1887 in Figure 5.1 below shows that the site and

Maelgwyn Road remained undeveloped at this date. By 1899 however, development
had occurred along the eastern side of Maelgwyn Road (then Maelgwyn Street) as can
be seen in Figure 5.2.
Figure 5.1 Map extract - 1888

Figure 5.2 Map extract - 1899

5.2

By 1911 the existing dwellings on the west side of Maelgwyn Road were in situ (Figure
5.3) and by 1938 the semi-detached dwellings at The Oval, to the south-west of the
application site had been developed in a typical inter-war design. By 1948 (Figure 5.4)
the houses on St Andrew’s Place immediately to the south of the application site are
shown on the historic maps, but the application site itself remained undeveloped.
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Figure 5.3 Map extract - 1911

Figure 5.4 Map extract – 1948

5.3

The three storey apartments to the south-west of the site, Llys Maelgwyn are more
modern and are typical of the period from an architectural perspective.

In 2002,

planning permission (planning reference 0/26323) was granted on land at the corner of
Maelgwyn Road and Gloddaeth Avenue for the erection of twelve flats, access and a
car park. This permission has been commenced and a Certificate of Lawfulness
granted (planning reference 0/36558), clarifying that this permission is therefore extant.
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6.

Significance and contribution of setting

6.1

The application site is located within the Creuddyn and Conwy Historic Landscape and
adjoins the Llandudno Conservation Area. There are also listed buildings located along
Gloddaeth Street, as well as others in the vicinity of the application site. The site is
visible from the Haulfre Gardens Historic Park and Garden (Grade II) and two
scheduled monuments. It is therefore in a sensitive location from an historic
environment perspective.

6.2

There are four established heritage values that are used to determine the significance
of a heritage asset, and these are defined as follows:

Evidential value

The potential of a place to yield evidence about past human
activity

The ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be
Historical value connected through a place to the present. This can be illustrative
or associative

6.3

Aesthetic value

The ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual
stimulation from a place

Communal
value

The meaning of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom
it figures in their collective experience or memory

The application site has been evaluated as follows:
• Evidential value – Low
There is no evidence of the site having been developed previously and therefore it
is considered to have low evidential value.
• Historical value – Low
The historic mapping indicates that the site remained undeveloped into the 20th
Century, and it now contains a modern car parking area. It is therefore considered
to have low historical value.
• Aesthetic value – Low
The car park has little landscaping at present and the boundary treatment does not
add to the character of the adjacent Conservation Area or the streetscene in this
location. There is a modern building containing a sub-station to the southern side
of the car park. It is considered to have low aesthetic value.

Page 18 of 26
Cadnant Planning

Planning & Development Consultants I Ymgynghorwyr Cynllunio a Datblygu

Heritage Impact Assessment

• Communal value – Low
Given the existing use of the site, although this is functional and it is used by the
public, the site is considered to have low communal value.
6.4

Understanding the significance of a heritage asset, or part of one, is essential in being
able to assess the potential impact of a development. Technical Advice Note 24 The
Historic Environment 2017 defines significance as ‘The sum of the cultural and natural
heritage values of a place’.

6.5

Using the four heritage values above, the site can be considered to be of low
significance.

Setting
6.6

The setting of an historic asset includes the surroundings in which it is understood,
experienced and appreciated embracing present and past relationships to the
surrounding landscape. It is not limited to the land immediately around the historic asset
and in relation to scheduled monuments, the setting also includes the past and present
relationship to the surrounding landscape. In addition to this, the views out of and
across listed buildings and other historic assets are important, as well as the views
towards one.

6.7

The impact of change within the setting of historic assets is assessed in five main
stages:
• Identifying the historic assets;
• Defining and analysing the setting;
• Evaluating the potential impact of the change;
• Considering options to mitigate the change;
• Document the assessment.

6.8

The historic assets that have the potential for their setting to be affected by the
proposals have been outlined above and are considered to be the following:
• Llandudno Conservation Area;
• Haulfre Gardens Historic Park and Garden (Grade II);
• Creuddyn and Conwy Historic Landscape (Outstanding);
• Listed Shelter on Gloddaeth Avenue (Grade II);
• Listed Pillar Box on corner with Clifton Road (Grade II);
• Kendricks Cave Scheduled Monument; and
• Pen y Dinas Camp Scheduled Monument.
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6.9

Taking these in turn, the Llandudno Conservation Area is located immediately to the
north of the application site, and runs along Gloddaeth Avenue in this location. The
application site is currently a modern car park and is surrounded on three sides by
residential properties of a variety of styles and ages. The car park is not considered to
contribute positively to the character of the Conservation Area at present.

The

proposed development will result in the erection of a large building that follows the line
of the existing built development along Gloddaeth Avenue, and will be residential in
nature as are the surrounding buildings. Whilst the proposals will alter the street scene
in this location, they would relate to previously approved and constructed permissions
for other schemes of a similar nature, massing and height along this section of
Gloddaeth Street / Avenue.
6.10

Views along Gloddaeth Street looking towards the town centre would remain focussed
along the road as at present and there will be no detrimental impact on the views up
and down Gloddaeth Avenue / Street which is considered to be an important view in
the Conservation Area Management Plan. Figures 6.1 to 6.3 provide visualisations of
the way that the proposed development would form part of the streetscene in this
location and comparisons with the existing streetscene.
Figure 6.1 Artist’s impression looking southwest towards site
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Figure 6.2 Artist’s impression looking northeast along Gloddaeth Avenue

Existing

Proposed

Figure 6.3 Artist’s impression showing wider streetscene looking southwest
along Gloddaeth Avenue

Existing
6.11

Proposed

The proposed development involves the reuse of an existing car park which does not
contribute to the setting of the Conservation Area, and will create a continuation of the
built environment along Gloddaeth Street / Avenue. Whilst there would be an impact
on the setting of the Conservation Area, there would not be an unacceptable adverse
impact on the setting of the Conservation Area resulting from the proposed
development. Indeed, the proposal would result in an improvement to the streetscene
in this location, in line with the guidance in LDP 14 Conservation Areas which advises
that the development of new buildings in a Conservation Area should be seen as an
opportunity to enhance the area.

6.12

Haulfre Gardens are located to the north-west of the application site and at a higher
level, overlooking Llandudno. They comprise a terraced garden on a steep slope with
views, woodland and semi-formal areas that contain a network of footpaths, and date
from the 1870s. As outlined above in paragraph 3.5, Cadw were of the view that the
development at 21 Gloddaeth Street would not have an impact on the setting of Haulfre
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Gardens. The same principle is considered relevant in this case, and Figure 6.4 shows
the application site when viewed from Haulfre Gardens. This photograph confirms this
view and clearly indicates how the proposed new development would relate to the
existing built environment of Llandudno, and would not create a change in the setting
of Haulfre Gardens.
Figure 6.4 Photograph showing application site viewed from Haulfre Gardens

6.13

The Creuddyn and Conwy Historic Landscape is rated as outstanding, however the
application site is located within the existing built environment of Llandudno and is of a
height, form and massing that relates to the built environment that is in close proximity
to the site, particularly to the north-east along Gloddaeth Street. As such, it is not
considered that any unacceptable detrimental impact on the Historic Landscape would
result from the proposed development.

6.14

The closest listed buildings to the application site are the Shelter that is located in the
centre of Gloddaeth Avenue to the south-west of the application site and the Pillar Box
that is located to the northeast at the corner of Gloddaeth Street and Clifton Road.
Figures 6.5 and 6.6 contain photographs of these, and Figure 6.7 shows the Pillar Box
in the context of the streetscene looking southwest along Gloddaeth Avenue towards
the application site.
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Figure 6.5 Photograph of listed Shelter

Figure 6.6 Photograph of listed Pillar Box

Figure 6.7 View of listed Pillar Box in context of Gloddaeth Street looking
southwest
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6.15

Due to the distance from the application site, the screening provided by the trees in the
centre of the green space, and the fact that the overall views from the Shelter along
Gloddaeth Avenue would not be substantially altered, it is not considered that any
impact on the setting of the listed Shelter would arise from the proposal. In addition to
this, new development and street furniture has been erected around the Shelter and
this has already altered its historic setting.

6.16

Similarly due to the distance from the application site, the fact that the overall views
from the Pillar Box along Gloddaeth Avenue would not be substantially altered and that
screening is provided by the existing built development, it is not considered that any
impact on the setting of the listed Pillar Box would arise from the proposal. In addition
to this, new development and street furniture has been erected around the Pillar Box
and this has already altered its historic setting.

6.17

There are other listed buildings in the wider area around the application site, such as
Siloh Chapel and the English Presbyterian Chapel on Gloddaeth Street, but due to the
distance from the application site and intervening existing built environment, it is not
considered that any change in their setting would arise from the proposal.

6.18

In relation to Pen y Dinas Scheduled Monument, this is located some 700m from the
application site and overlooks Llandudno, and the existing built development of the
town. Figure 6.8 below shows the application site as viewed from the Scheduled
Monument and clearly indicates that it will be seen in the context of the existing built
development of the town, and no alteration to the setting of the Scheduled Monument
would result from the proposal. Kendrick Cave Schedule Monument is located at a
lower level than Pen y Dinas, and therefore in addition to this, the intervening built
environment also ensures that no change will occur to its setting.

Page 24 of 26
Cadnant Planning

Planning & Development Consultants I Ymgynghorwyr Cynllunio a Datblygu
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Figure 6.8 View of the site from Pen y Dinas Camp Scheduled Monument

6.19

It is therefore considered that the form, appearance and location of the proposed
development in relation to these Scheduled Monuments would not cause harm for the
following main reasons:
• The development would not be prominent in the landscape or compete with these
historic assets; and
• There would not be a general change in the character of the landscape when viewed
from the Scheduled Monuments.

6.20

For the reasons set out above, it is not considered that the proposed development
would result in an unacceptable harm to the setting of any of the identified historic
assets considered above. Moreover, the proposed development will enhance the
setting of the Conservation Area as the site currently detracts from this.
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7.

Summary and conclusion

7.1

As outlined above, the site itself has low value and significance from an historic
environment perspective, and any potential impact would be on the setting of the
identified historic assets rather than any historic fabric. As outlined above, it is not
considered that the proposal would impact on the setting of any historic asset other
than the Llandudno Conservation Area.

7.2

The proposed new development would be on an existing car park that does not
contribute positively to the setting of the Conservation Area at present. The setting of
the Llandudno Conservation Area along Gloddaeth Avenue / Street is that of
predominantly residential buildings and hotels which are of a combination of heights,
but are generally of three or four storeys and in a Victorian architectural style. The
proposed new building has been designed to be of a height, scale and materials that
relate to the existing buildings around the site, and would be seen as an extension to
the built form of Gloddaeth Avenue / Street in this location. It would also relate well to
the recent development on the opposite side of Gloddaeth Avenue to the north-east.
In addition to this, there would be an improvement in the landscaping and planting along
Gloddaeth Avenue which is seen as a positive outcome.

7.3

In summary, the proposed new development would not impact on the setting of any
historic assets other than the Llandudno Conservation Area, and it is considered that
there would be no unacceptable impact on the setting of the Conservation Area arising
from the proposal. Rather there will be an improvement as the application site currently
detracts from this.

The proposed development is therefore considered to be

appropriate and in line with the relevant legislation, planning policies and guidance that
relate to the historic environment.
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Landscape
Registered Historic Landscapes
Reference Number

Name

Date of Designation

RegisterType

HLW (Gw) 5

Creuddyn and Conwy

2002

Outstanding

Status
Designated

Description
Summary Description and Reason for Designation

The area includes the lower part of the estuary of the River Conwy and its hinterland on either side. The north east side
encompasses the north half of the medieval commote of Creuddyn, including the Great and Little Orme’s Heads and the low
hills and ridges linking them to the mainland. To the south west, the area includes Conwy Mountain, Conwy Castle, walled
town and bridges. Topographically and scenically the area is very diverse, providing a variety of natural settings for the
works of man which are heavily imprinted on it.
The Great Orme is a large, flat topped peninsula rising to 207m above OD with dramatically exposed, horizontally bedded
limestone flanks and cliffs. These natural features provide a spectacular backdrop to the planned Victorian town and resort
of Llandudno sited at the base of the Orme on its landward side. Equally, the Conwy estuary and Conwy Mountain rising to
over 200m above OD in the west create a fitting backdrop for the bridges, Edwardian castle and planted, walled town of
Conwy.
The area has a rich variety of well-preserved and significant archaeological monuments demonstrating its historical
development from the earliest times to the present. The Great Orme contains an exceptionally full sequence of early
remains, from the Upper Palaeolithic caves, which include Kendrick’s Cave, through the Neolithic burial chamber of Llety’r
Filiast, the Bronze Age cairns and extensive underground copper mines which are among the earliest in Europe, to the late
prehistoric hut circles and Iron Age hillfort of Pen Dinas. There are also a number of related remains which link these sites
together into a landscape pattern. Evidence for Roman occupation comes principally from a number of coin finds, whilst the
name of the Orme itself is Norse in origin, one of only a few such places in Gwynedd. The Little Orme also has significant
Upper Palaeolithic sites, including the Pant y Wennol cave, whilst the summit of Conwy Mountain is crowned by the Iron
Age hillfort of Castell Caer Lleion.

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/historiclandscape/FullReport?lang=&id=HLW (Gw) 5
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In the 13th century, Gogarth Grange, a palace of the bishops of Bangor, was built on the south side of the Orme where its
remains can still be seen, while St Tudno’s Church on the northern side dates from about the same time. Around this, there
are substantial and well-preserved remains of ridge and furrow cultivation which are assumed to be of a similar age. South
east of the Orme, on the opposite side of the estuary to Conwy, Deganwy played an important role in Welsh history
throughout the post-Roman period, controlling the mouth of the river. Tradition makes it the llys or court of Maelgwn
Gwynedd, and it is mentioned as Arx Decantorum in AD 822, with a castle being built about 1080 by Robert of Rhuddlan,
before it was passed to Llywelyn Fawr in 1200.The last castle was probably destroyed by Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in 1263, and
the frequent changes of possession before this event clearly reflect the political and strategic importance of the site.
Across the river, the bastide town and castle of Conwy was built by Edward I in 1283–6 as one in a series to secure his
conquest of North Wales. It was built on the site of the Cistercian monastery of Aberconwy which was moved to Maenan.
The town walls and castle are exceptionally well preserved, although it appears that much of the original area within the
town walls was never taken up by burgesses, and only became developed in the 18th and 19th centuries. Few early
buildings now survive, but Aberconwy House and Plas Mawr, a later, Elizabethan town house, are notable.
On the Great Orme, interconnecting with the Bronze Age mines, there are remains of copper mining activities from the 16th
to 19th centuries. The post-medieval history of mining on the Orme is fairly well documented. The old mines at Pyllau were
reworked after 1692 when a new lease was taken out, and mining continued intermittently during the 18th century, with a
main phase of activity occurring between 1820–50 when the best ore was produced by the Tyˆ Gwyn mine. However, by the
1880s, working had been abandoned.
From the late medieval period onwards, the history and development of the area is linked with the Mostyn family whose
principal seat was at Gloddaeth. Other families with seats at Penrhyn, Bodysgallen, and Marl, were also influential during
this period. However, the Mostyns were able to greatly increase their political power in the 17th century, and eventually
secured for themselves the enclosure of Llandudno Common in 1843.This, coupled with the increasing popularity of the
sea-bathing cult, led to the foundation and development of the planned town and resort of Llandudno on the former
common. Hitherto, Llandudno had been a small, remote, self sufficient community living on mining, farming and fishing.
A chance visit by Anglesey-born surveyor, Owen Williams, in 1846, precipitated developments. Williams thought the
common an ideal site for a fashionable new seaside resort with its two shores. Within easy reach of the industrial North
West and Midlands with the opening of the railways, Llandudno quickly developed under the control of the Mostyn Estate
from the mid-19th century onwards. The Empire Hotel, built in 1854, was the first modern block of shops, the lighthouse was
completed in 1863, and the Pier opened in 1877. Marine Drive was completed in a circuit around the Great Orme in 1878
and the funicular tramway to the top of the Orme in 1903, followed by the Summit Café in 1909. The town itself still retains
most of its Victorian grandeur and buildings, and remains today as one of the best planned seaside resorts in Britain, with
the curving marine parade along the north shore one of the most remarkable and finest architectural sights in Wales.
The railway to Llandudno connected with the main Chester to Holyhead line at Llandudno Junction. The latter reached
Conwy across an embankment and through a tubular bridge of iron, designed and built by Stephenson. With its crenulated
details, this complemented both the castle and the existing suspension road bridge completed by Telford in 1826. A second
road bridge was added in 1958, but the decision was taken to hide from view the recently completed third crossing, for the
A55 Expressway, which, as an engineering masterpiece in its own right, runs in massive sectional pre-cast concrete tunnels
submerged under the Conwy estuary.
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LLANDUDNO: HAULFRE GARDENS
Ref No

PGW (Gd) 11 (CON)

OS Map

115

Grid Ref

SH 775 826

Former County

Gwynedd

Unitary Authority

Conwy

Community Council

Llandudno

Designations
Reserve.

Part included in Great Orme's Head SSSI and Local Nature

Site Evaluation

Grade II

Primary reasons for grading Remains of terraced garden on steep site originally laid out in
the 1870s by Henry Pochin, with panoramic views.
Type of Site
Terraced garden on very steep slope with views; woodland and
semi-formal areas, with many paths; now publicly owned and a public park.
Main Phases of Construction 1871 - 1876; turn of nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
SITE DESCRIPTION
Haulfre Gardens are situated on a very steep slope on the extreme north-west edge of the town of
Llandudno. The house, Sunny Hill, is at the foot of the gardens, which clamber up the hillside
behind it, on the south-east facing slope of the Great Orme. The house is a large nineteenthcentury villa of a type very common in Llandudno, built on a platform cut out of the cliff - there
is a sheer rock wall very close to the rear. The staff cottages were apparently built in 1865 so the
house is probably of around the same date. It has a double-gabled front with decorative bargeboards and is rendered and painted white; the roof is slate. It has two storeys and an attic. It is
now used as a cafe, and the small paved area beside it, probably formerly lawn, as a tea
garden. The tarmac drive is short and straight, from the east corner of the garden along in
front of the house to the cottages. Only one gate pier, of dressed stone with a moulded square top,
remains at the entrance.
Nineteenth-century maps show a pair of cottages linked by sheds just south-west of the house.
The copy of the 1911 Ordnance Survey map held in Gwynedd Archives is annotated by hand
'Gardener's House etc.'. In 1995 there was building work in progress and there appeared to be
very little left on the site of one of the cottages, but now there are two apparently brand new
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houses on the same site, with a sign saying 'Haulfre Gardens Cottages 1865 - 1995'. From this
it seems reasonable to assume that the cottages were originally built in 1865, and demolished
and completely rebuilt on the same site in 1995.
The map of 1913 shows glasshouses all along the back of the cottages and to the south-west,
but these are not shown on the map of 1889 and they have now disappeared. As the cottages
are, like the house, built on a platform blasted out of the rock, there seems little room for
glasshouses at the rear, and also the site must have been shady; but the owner in 1903 grew many
kinds of conservatory plants, including orchids, and the glasshouses may have been some sort
of conservatory, perhaps utilising the natural rock wall at the back. This wall now looks
fresh, as though it has been cut further back, and there is a modern rendered retaining wall on
the top of it.
The site of the gardens is roughly rectangular, with the long axis running north-east to southwest, and the house lies near the east corner, with the main terraced area above it, on the north,
and woodland and more terraces to the south and west. There is an excellent view of
Llandudno from the house, which becomes ever more extensive as one goes higher up the
garden; views from the highest levels are now obscured by trees but must once have been
panoramic.
The gardens were originally designed and laid out by Henry Pochin, originator of the garden at
Bodnant, between 1871 and 1876. Although Pochin bought Bodnant in 1874, and began
improving the garden there soon afterwards, he was also rebuilding the house and appears not
to have moved from Sunny Hill until 1876. The site is completely different from anything to
be found at Bodnant, being steep, rocky, exposed to sun and wind and elevated, as well as
very much smaller, and it is therefore particularly interesting to observe Pochin's response to
two widely differing sites.
By 1900 the property belonged to Joseph Broome who, according to a 1903 article in The
Gardeners’ Chronicle, specialised in growing orchids and other glasshouse subjects. In 1889
there was already a large glasshouse on the terraces above the house, but by 1911 the area of
glass had been more than doubled, presumably by Broome. This and other changes are well
documented on maps, as an extremely detailed 1:500 Ordnance Survey plan of 1889 exists
as well as 25-in. maps and larger-scale plans of 1911, 1913 and other dates.
Assuming that the 1889 map shows more or less Pochin's original design, the layout at first
consisted of zig-zag paths up the north-east side of the garden, with a summer house part way
up and another in the north corner, probably offering the best view; south-west of this,
directly above the house, were a long, straight terrace with a large glasshouse and another
summer house, and a slope planted with shrubs leading to a curved terrace above. Cutting
across the curved terrace was an aviary, with some small terraced enclosures to the north and
south which may have been used as a kitchen garden. Terraced paths ran along the slope
through woods and shrubberies to the south-west. At this time the land to the west, now an area
of woodland, did not belong to the property, or had not been developed, and was open
heathland.
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By 1911 Broome had enlarged the glasshouse and added more, near the cottages. He had added
further terraces to the wooded slope above the main glasshouse, removed the aviary and
completed the curved terrace, adding more terraces in the areas north and south of the aviary
site. He had also created paths in the heathland area to the west, and added more paths and
terraces in the south-western part. By this time there was also a long, narrow enclosure in the
north corner of the garden, outside the original boundary, which may have been used as a
kitchen garden.
The Gardeners’ Chronicle description of 1903 mentions, apart from the many exotics grown
under glass, roses, flowering shrubs, lilies and carnations, several rockeries with alpines, and
areas of bedding. The garden is described as being divided up by hedges for shelter, wind
being a problem.
The garden was subsequently acquired for the town, and was opened as a public garden by
Lloyd George in 1929. The 'Invalids' Walk', a gently-sloping footpath down to the West
Shore which runs along under the south-east boundary wall of Haulfre, now has an alternative
first section passing through the gardens and out by a gate near the south corner.
Today the lowest part of the garden is probably still much as Broome would have recognised
it, apart from the loss of the glass. Most of the structure remains throughout the garden, but
here the paths are maintained and bedding schemes are still planted each year; there are
flowering shrubs and fuchsias, perennials and wall shrubs. Higher up the slope, however, the
woodlands are taking over, and some of the higher terraces are overgrown and paths in the
western area are lost. None of the summer houses have survived, but the sites of two of them
can be seen.
The gardens are intricately laid out with many terraces and paths. In the south-western part of the
garden, the main paths, which are all shown on maps of 1911 and 1913, are the path now used as
part of the 'Invalids' Walk', which runs along at the level of the drive, a walk along the top of the
lawn below this, a tarmac path, with steps and rustic pole handrails, which zig-zags up the southwest side of the garden, and a path which branches off this and goes back to join the 'Invalids'
Walk' not far from the cottages.
In the area to the west of the cottages, the path layout is not now the same as it is on the old
maps and is even more complicated, with several short paths and flights of steps going in
different directions. There are, however, several terraces with paths along, unsurfaced, grassy,
or tarmac; one of these terraces holds the aviary, and the path is along the front. The handrails
here are broken. Above the cottages, to the north-west, there are more terraces with paths
along, the main one being original, from before 1889, with a wide path now surfaced with
decaying tarmac, and a pole and wire fence along the edge.
Tarmac-surfaced paths run along below the glasshouse terrace, where some very large slate
slabs set in the tarmac may be a dismantled water tank, and round the curved terrace. There is
a zig-zag tarmac path with brick steps up the north-east side of the garden, which becomes
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unsurfaced, with concrete steps, above the level of the curved terrace, leading into the north
corner. This looks like a modern path but is shown on the 1889 map, leading to a summer
house in the north corner; it may have changed its route slightly, and the handrails are
modern.
Most of the paths in the wooded area to the west are lost or disused, but the main north-south
path, which used to run just west of the wall dividing off this area, is still well used, and the
wall has gone. The path leading north-eastwards off this one along the top of the garden, just
below the probable kitchen garden enclosure, to the north corner where there is a way out to the
open ground above, is also still used.
The ‘Invalids’ Walk’ is not strictly part of the garden, but now that the garden is open to the
public a more pleasant alternative is available for the first part of the route. The original path,
which still exists and is tarmac-surfaced, runs below the high retaining wall along the south-east
side of the garden, with a retaining wall of its own, topped partly with a stone parapet and
partly with railings, on the other side; south-west of the garden it crosses the open heathy
hillside down towards West Shore. A gate leading out into the same heathy area near the south
corner of the garden makes it possible to begin the walk through the lowest levels of the garden,
starting at the main entrance, and pick up the original path on the open hillside beyond. This is
now the main and most-used path in the garden, and is tarmac-surfaced.
In the south corner of the garden, extending back almost half way along the south-east edge, is
an enclosed area with a long, narrow, sloping lawn with terraced borders above and circular
and diamond-shaped beds in the lawn. The lower edge is defined by the parapet of the
retaining wall. There must once have been a good view out from here but it is now obscured
by trees.
Steps lead into the garden at the north-east end and half way along the north-west side; there
was clearly a path crossing from the latter to a small gate in the parapet, but this is now
blocked and there is a continuous row of shrubs along in front of it and a tiny rockery over
where the path ran. The rockery contains a shallow, circular concrete bird bath on a brick
base presented by the West Denbighshire and Llandudno RSPCA.
The arrangement of the terraces is almost as complicated as the paths, and is to some extent the
same thing as almost all the terraces have paths along, and some are so narrow there is room
for nothing else. Most of the terraces have retaining walls around a metre high above and
below; some are almost level but others, even though they may be narrow, still slope.
In the south-west part of the garden there is a long, terraced border at the back of the enclosed
garden; because of the increasing slope, this is on two levels south-west of the central steps.
Above the enclosed garden there is some new terracing but the one terrace in this area shown on
the old maps does not seem to have survived. Going north-eastwards, there is an area of small
terraces which was created between 1889 and 1911, and has been further modified since; an
aviary has been added to one of these, probably since 1929.
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North-westwards again is a longer, wider terrace shown on the 1889 plan, which once must
have had a superb view, now cut off by trees. Narrowing, this continues along at the same level
to a point above the house, where steps lead off to join the zig-zag path up the north-east side
of the garden. Above it here is the most complicated terracing of all, with the site of the
glasshouse and some fairly large terraces above, one curving, and above that two systems of
smaller terraces side by side. The latter were built between 1889 and 1911, as were the
terraces between the glasshouse site and the curving terrace, but the glasshouse terrace and
curved terrace themselves date from before 1889. This area remains mostly open, while the area
of smaller terraces above is mostly overgrown by trees and undergrowth spreading from the
woodland to the north, and some young trees have also been planted on the terraces.
On the steep bank below the main terrace and above the house, there are signs of further
small, disused terraces; there was also a path along here which is now lost.
There are two narrow terraces below the probable kitchen garden in the north corner, and
possibly more above. One of the former carries a path and both are grass-surfaced.
The terrace walls vary in height and construction, but are mainly of mortared or dry stone. Some
have niches for seats, and the positions of some of these do seem to correspond with small
rectangles shown on the 1911 plan.
Along the south-east side of the drive, between it and the parapet of the retaining wall, is a
wide, stone-edged border, with small trees, shrubs and bedding plants. This strip is shown as
containing shrubs on the 1889 plan, but the stretch immediately in front of the house had none,
so as not to block the view, and may have been grass. In the border is the gravestone of a cat,
Ginger, who lived in the gardens from 1970 to 1982.
There are also two small stone-edged borders in front of the cottages in approximately the
same positions as in 1889. East of the house site there is a border alongside a path retained by
stone slabs on edge, but this is now too deeply shaded for planting.
The enclosed garden has a long terraced border at the top, and island beds in circle and
diamond shapes in the lawn. Elsewhere borders run along the terraces next to paths,
occasionally edged with stone. A small circular bed is shown on the 1889 plan between the
house and the cottages, in what was probably a lawn (now the paved area next to the cafe), but
there do not seem to have been any others at this time. The 1903 article in the Gardeners’
Chronicle, however, mentions beds and lists various kinds of bedding plants.
The aviary, which is in a completely different place from the one shown on the 1889 map, was
probably installed after the gardens were opened to the public, but is now disused. It is a long,
narrow building made to fit the terrace on which it stands, not very substantial, and painted
green, with wire-fronted compartments. The pre-1889 aviary did not contain a building, but was
a fairly large enclosure. Near the entrance to the enclosed garden in the south corner is a
wooden shelter, painted green, which was probably erected when the gardens were first opened
to the public.
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Three summer houses are shown on the 1889 plan. By 1911 one in the north corner had already
gone. Another, below this, has now gone, with only its concrete platform remaining. The third
was south-west of the glasshouse, at the same level, and was circular, with steps leading up to it
and circling around it to the path above. Only the rear wall and tiled floor remain.
In Pochin's day large trees seem to have been mostly confined to the central and south-western
parts of the garden, the main concentration being on the slope above the cottages. In this area
some large specimens, including beech, Scots and other pines, cypress and ash may still be
seen, some probably planted by Pochin. There are also smaller self-sown ash and sycamore.
A little further north-east are some sweet chestnuts, limes and horse chestnuts.
In the south-western part of the garden, there is a steep grassy slope, towards the top of which
there is so much rock it is almost a natural rockery. In 1913 this area was planted all over with
conifers, and a small group of old twisted pines at the south-west edge are probably survivors
of these. Other young conifers have been recently planted. In the 'rockery' area there is some
gorse, and shrubs have been added. In the eastern part of the garden there are more old trees, not
shown as individual specimens on the 1889 plan so possibly planted by Broome. These include
beech, Scots pine and other conifers, and although there are a few shrubs beneath them this area
is now very shady.
There is a row of planted trees in front of the probable kitchen garden to the north, and below
these some younger flowering and ornamental specimens planted more recently on the terraces
behind the glasshouse site. There is a much older cedar among these.
Many of the terraces have borders alongside the paths, and these are mostly planted with a
mixture of perennials and flowering shrubs. The description of 1903 suggests that hedges were
a feature of the garden, being used as protection from the wind. There are only a few today: in
the enclosed garden there is a fuchsia hedge; a short privet cross-hedge to the north-east was
probably planted as a wind-break, and nearby is some escallonia hedging. The beds in the lawn
of the enclosed garden contain annual bedding around palm trees. There is a row of large
shrubs (mostly laurel) and small trees along the south-east edge, within the wall, and a fuchsia
hedge within this.
There is no kitchen garden as such now, but one is mentioned in 1903 and there is no other
obvious explanation for the level area at the extreme north of the garden, now overgrown with
trees and natural undergrowth. The walls have a retaining rather than a sheltering function, but
create a level interior which is one of the largest level areas in the garden. The south wall is
around 3 m high, one of the highest walls in the garden, and has a long-and-short top course.
There may have been an attempt to create further terraces above the north, partly rock-cut, wall
and there are disused paths along the top, with a small quarry above.
Before this area was constructed it is likely that the kitchen garden was located just to the west
of the main glasshouse, where there were some wide, enclosed terraces which must have sloped
fairly steeply. Further terraces were later added to these, making them narrower but more
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level, and this could have marked the change to a different use. This area too is now almost
completely overgrown.

Sources
Primary
Information from Gwynedd Archaeological Trust Sites and Monuments Record (PRN 4457)
Many twentieth-century photographs and postcards in Gwynedd County Archives (accession
nos beginning XS/2352, /1948, /2224 and others)
Secondary
Gardener’s Chronicle, 22 December 1900 (with illustration)
Gardener’s Chronicle, 15 August 1903, pp. 115-15.
Llandudno Town Improvement Association, Official guide to Llandudno (1929)
Wynne Jones, I, Llandudno, Queen of the Welsh Resorts (1975)
A range of tourist guides held in the Gwynedd County Archives, Caernarfon.
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Full Report for Listed Buildings
Summary Description of a Listed Buildings
Reference
Number

Building Number

Grade

Status

Date of
Designation

Date of
Amendment

II

Designated

06/06/2001

06/06/2001

Locality

Easting

Northing

Llandudno

277850

382337

25389

Name of Property

Address

Pillar Box on corner with Clifton Road

Location
Unitary
Authority

Community

Town

Llandudno

Conwy

Street Side

Location

S

On corner with Clifton Road.

Description
Broad Class

Period

Communications

History

Early C20 pillar box dating from reign of Edward VII, 1901-1910.

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=&id=25389

1/3

04/10/2021, 14:46

Listed Buildings - Full Report - HeritageBill Cadw Assets - Reports

Exterior

Cast iron pillar box of standard design. Shallow domed cap with ribbed edge. Cylindrical body with door bearing monogram
of Edward VII. Raised plinth with maker's stamp.

Interior

Reason for designation

Early C20 pillar box contributing to Llandudno's Conservation Area.
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Full Report for Listed Buildings
Summary Description of a Listed Buildings
Reference
Number

Building Number

Grade

Status

Date of
Designation

Date of
Amendment

II

Designated

06/06/2001

06/06/2001

Locality

Easting

Northing

Llandudno

277567

382139

25305

Name of Property

Address

Shelter

Location
Unitary
Authority

Community

Town

Llandudno

Conwy

Street Side

Location
On island in dual carriageway, opposite The Oval.

Description
Broad Class

Period

Transport

History

Probably early C20, perhaps associated with Llandudno's tramway system.

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/listedbuilding/FullReport?lang=&id=25305
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Summary Description of a Scheduled Monument
Reference Number

Name

Date of Designation

Status

CN191

Kendricks Cave & Upper
Kendricks Cave

16/08/1988

Designated

Location
Unitary Authority

Community

Easting

Northing

Conwy

Llandudno

277983

382830

Broad Class

Site Type

Period

Monument

Cave

Prehistoric

Description
Summary Description and Reason for Designation

The following provides a general description of the Scheduled Ancient Monument.
The monument consists of a cave containing archaeological deposits that can date from as early as the Palaeolithic period.
A cave may have been used for occupation, storage, burial, refuse, or as a temporary shelter.
Kenrick’s Cave consists of two caves called Lower Cave and Upper Cave. The site takes it name from a 19th Century
occupant of the cave called ‘Mr Kendrick, who appears to have excavated part of the cave whilst extending his area of
occupation. There is some confusion as to whether the archaeological material originated from the Upper or Lower cave.
The finds include incised animal bones possibly dating to the Palaeolithic period.
The Lower Cave is entered via an Edwardian summerhouse built against the near vertical limestone rock face overlooking
Llandudno. The Upper Cave has two adjacent entrances, immediately above the lower cave. These open into a chamber
which once contained a four roomed dwelling occupied by Kendrick himself. The plaster walls and foundations of this
structure can still be seen.

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?lang=&id=211
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The monument is of national importance for its potential to enhance our knowledge of prehistoric settlement, ritual and
funerary practices. It retains significant archaeological potential, with a strong probability of the presence of associated
archaeological features and deposits.
The scheduled area comprises the remains described and areas around them within which related evidence may be
expected to survive.
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Summary Description of a Scheduled Monument
Reference Number

Name

CN039

Pen y Dinas Camp

Date of Designation

Status
Designated

Location
Unitary Authority

Community

Easting

Northing

Conwy

Llandudno

277899

382986

Broad Class

Site Type

Period

Defence

Hillfort

Prehistoric

Description
Summary Description and Reason for Designation

The following provides a general description of the Scheduled Ancient Monument.
A hillfort set upon a rocky spur which juts out S from the Great Orme.
On the NW are three lines of defences; the outer two are set at the bottom of the slope leading up to the hillfort, and consist
of two scarp slopes. The inner defence is a stone bank or wall built at the top of the slope. The plan in Lowe, 'The Heart of
Northern Wales', shows most, but not all, of this.
The inner wall can be traced round most of the W side, starting just NW of the rocking stone, around the N side, and half
way down the E side. The outer defences are now best preserved on the NW, and may continue around the hill as far as the
limit of the inner bank. They become confused on the N and cannot be traced on the NE. On the NW the outer face of the
outer scarp has been dug away, probably in the 19th C, and a stone revetment wall 1.8 m high built against it, to form sheep
pens or paddocks.
At one point the wall diverges from the scarp, and a clear profile is visible. S of the paddocks the outer scarp may be
marked by a sharp break in the slope of the field W of the fort (Lowe marks this as the route to the main entrance). The
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inner scarp may continue under the modern field wall, or it may run to the E of this.
On the N the outer scarps have recently been disturbed by the creation of a car park, and they are no longer readily
definable. A path running through the trees also confuses the remains. There may be an undisturbed section immediately S
of a small shelter built on the edge of the adjoining ski run.
Above the disturbed section, the inner wall has been broken through in two places by modern paths; the more W of these
breaks may mark the site of an entrance. There is a number of round huts in the interior. Those identified by the OS are
clearly visible, but others lie against the inner bank, and there are more to the N. Without excavation it is not possible to
differentiate with certainty between natural hollows and the terraced hut sites.
The monument is of national importance for its potential to enhance our knowledge of prehistoric settlement and defence. It
retains significant archaeological potential, with a strong probability of the presence of associated archaeological features
and deposits. The structures themselves may be expected to contain archaeological information concerning chronology and
building techniques.
The scheduled area comprises the remains described and areas around them within which related evidence may be
expected to survive.

Cadw : Scheduled Monuments- Full Report

https://cadwpublic-api.azurewebsites.net/reports/sam/FullReport?lang=&id=213

[ Records 1 of 1

2/3

7.4

Conwy I 20 Connaught House, Riverside Business Park, Benarth Road, Conwy LL32 8UB
I 01492 581800

Chester I 1 Aldford House, Bell Meadow Business Park, Pulford, Chester CH4 9EP
I 01244 621007
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